
Marine macro-debris ingested by sea turtles… 

… as an indicator for the monitoring of 
the Good Environmental Status (GES) of European marine 
waters and the efficiency of national policies to reduce the use 
of plastics

A European project for implementing indicators of marine litter 
impacts on the loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta and other biota
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Essential involvement of rescue centres, stranding 
networksfor data collection 

Entanglement in turtle and fish

INDICIT OBJECTIVES:
• Develop a common approach for 

monitoring the marine debris ingestion by 
sea turtles

• Assess whether other species could be
useful indicators, e.g. for entanglement
and micro-debris ingestion

• Propose a metric (global or regional) of 
ingested debris by sea turtle compatible 
with the evaluation of the Good Ecological
Status of marine waters

Sea turtle rescue centre

Diet of a stranded sea turtle
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